
Mary A. Cade, Director

217/782-6760
July 5, 1994

2200 Churchill Road, Springfield, !L 62794-9276

Refer to: L1630200005 -- St. -Glair •'County
Sauget Sites (Area 1) -- Sauget
Superfund/General Correspondence

Sl'f :
fe

o<*,. ,

o
o
GO
W
CO

Ms. DorisjKaestner
108 Lazafcheff Drive , .
Cahokia, Illinois 62206

Dear Ms. Kaestner:

Thank you for your letter of June 20, 1994 to Governor Edgar in
which you stated your concerns over the status of Dead Creek.

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) shares these
concerns over the lack of progress in securing funds to perform
cleanups in Dead Creek. Dead Creek gained prominence in the late
19^0's when IEPA investigated reports of periodic chemical
smoldering of creek sediments. Our initial investigations focused
on the portion of Dead Creek between Judith Lane in Cahokia and
Queeny Avenue in Sauget. As these investigations led to the
discovery of several hazardous waste disposal sites in Sauget and
further documented contamination of Dead Creek south of Judith
Lane, the IEPA has spent over $1.3 million in state funds to
perform studies in and around Dead Creek. Dead Creek and these
sites in Sauget are collectively known today as the "Sauget Area 1
Sites". Because of the nature and magnitude of contamination at
the Sauget Area 1 Sites, a decision was made to place these sites
on the National Priorities List (or "Superfund List") . Many of the
delays in getting these sites on the National* Priorities List have
been related to changes in federal policies that dictate the manner
in which new sites are admitted onto the List. A completed IEPA
proposal to place the Sauget Area 1 Sites onto the National
Priorities List in 1989 was invalidated because cf these changes.

To answer your question as; to when Dead Creek and the other Sauget
Area l Sites can be cleaned up, most of that will depeiid on how
soon the sites can be proposed to the National Priorities List.
IEPA had anticipated that this could have been completed by late
-his year, however it is more likely to be early next year. Once
these sites are on the List and in the Superfund program, work
could begin on a remedial investigation/feasibility scudy. The
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officials of Cahokia will have input on. Since IEPA has already
performed a great deal of investigatory work at these sites, it is
likely that the remedial investigation/feasibility studies will be
performed more quickly so that a remedy can be selected sooner than
average. The average time between a site being proposed to the
National Priorities List and remedy selection for the site is about
five years. Keep in mind, however that if data obtained over the
course of the upcoming investigation Indicate that hazards at any
of the Sauget Area 1 Sites pose immediate health risks to
residents, funds would be allocated to perform emergency remedial
actions that would eliminate or minimize these risks.

Your next question asks if Superfund dollars have been allocated to
this project. Superfund dollars have not yet been allocated to
these sites. Most of our efforts and state funds have focused on
getting the Sauget Area 1 Sites onto the National Priorities List.

IEPA has recently coordinated its activities with the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) in studying the waste
disposal site located on Queeny Avenue in Sauget. We have also
performed sampling events in Dead Creek and in the basements of
several residences in Cahokia last fall. Results of these samples
indicated that although minor concentrations of contaminants were
detected in the waters of Dead Creek, the levels were not high
enough to be considered an immediate threat to l.aman health.
Groundwater seepage in basements of nearby residents did not show
any levels of contaminants found in Dead Creek.

My agency has been working closely with Mayor King, the USEPA and
with concerned residents like yourself in Cahokia and we are doing
everything we can to expedite the process in which these sites are
put on the National Priorities List. If you need more information
about the Sauget Area 1 Sites or have questions about this letter
please contact Paul Takacs of my staff at (217) 782-6760.

Again, thank you for sharing your concerns with Governor Edgar. iYt
Sincerely,

William C. Child, Manager
Bureau of Land
Illinois Environmental Procec:

bcc: Paul Takacs
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